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The Yemeni student movement in Turkey, particularly the Union of Yemeni Students in Turkey, is a
unique model of both student and syndicate activism, playing a pivotal role in promoting democratic
values among Yemeni youth abroad. According to the 2025 statistics from the Turkish Council of

Higher Education, approximately 8,003 Yemeni students are enrolled across about 45 Turkish cities.

This policy paper examines the role of the Yemeni student movement in Turkey by evaluating the
impact of the periodic elections organized by the Union of Yemeni Students in Turkey from 2016 to
2024, with a special focus on the 2024 elections. The analysis investigates how these elections have
contributed to raising political awareness and solidifying a democratic culture among students. Based
on a comprehensive survey conducted at the beginning of 2025 with 291 Yemeni students, the
findings reveal that 75.9% of respondents participated in the 2024 elections, rating their overall
electoral experience at an average of 4.19 out of 5, while the transparency of the electoral process
received an average rating of 4.28, indicating a high level of trust in the elections and their

administration.

Despite notable achievements such as promoting political pluralism and enhancing youth participation,
the movement faces significant challenges, including limited financial resources, the geographical
dispersion of its branches, and a weak linkage with the political reality in Yemen. In response, the
paper offers a series of practical recommendations, including enhancing sustainable funding,
improving transparency mechanisms, raising awareness about electoral participation, and developing
communication channels between students in Turkey and those in Yemen, thereby leveraging this

experience as an effective tool to support democratic transformation in Yemen.

Keywords: student movement, democracy, student elections, youth, unions.
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